








Centre for Contemporary History Potsdam

Directors: Prof. Dr. Frank B6sch, Prof. Dr. Martin Sabrow

The Centre for Contemporary History (Zentrum fir Zeithistorische
Forschung, ZZF) is a research institute for German and European
contemporary history in the twentieth century and its impact on
the present. As a member of the Leibniz Association, its basic
endowment is funded half by the federal government and half by
the states. Added to this is external funding acquired by the
institute for research projects.

The ZZF works with numerous universities and other research
institutes in Germany and abroad, and has an international
visiting-scholar program. It is linked to the University of Potsdam
and Humboldt University in Berlin by joint professorships, and
cooperates with a range of other institutes of higher learning in
research, teaching, and training a new generation of scholars.

The institute has four research departments. Alongside basic
research, the central tasks of the ZZF are providing research
infrastructure and promoting knowledge transfer.
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DEPARTMENT |
Communism

and Society

Heads of Department:

Dr. Jens Gieseke
gieseke@zzf-potsdam.de

Prof. Dr. Thomas Lindenberger
lindenberger@zzf-potsdam.de

In Department I, research is focused on the
social practices of governance in the GDR and
the countries of Central and Eastern Europe,
and more specifically on the transformation
processes in the last third of the twentieth
century, including and extending beyond
the sea change of 1989-91.

A key emphasis is placed on linking
various national research cultures into a
transnational understanding of history.
Areas of specialization are the history of
violence in Eastern Europe and the
transformation of burgeoning civil-society
movements and social structures in late
and post-communism.



DEPARTMENT II

Economic Thought and Practice

Head of Department: Priv.-Doz. Dr. Riidiger Graf | graf@zzf-potsdam.de

The research of Department II focuses on economic structures and institutions
as well as on the practices and behaviors of economic actors, and ideas and
discourses linked to economics. It looks at economics in contemporary history
in its interdependency with politics, culture, and society.

Most of the department’s research concentrates on the second half of the
twentieth century from a transnational or East-West perspective. Individual
projects deal with the history of globalization and structural policies, of retail
trade and computerization, of collective economies in Western Europe, of the
family and theories of economic behavior.



DEPARTMENT I
Contemporary History of Media and Information Societies

Heads of Department: Dr. Jiirgen Danyel | danyel@zzf-potsdam.de
Priv.-Doz. Dr. Annette Vowinckel | vowinckel@zzf-potsdam.de

The availability of audiovisual media steadily increased throughout the
twentieth century, changing the daily lives of people as well as social
communication and politics. Department III researches the process of media
transformation in European societies and the changes brought by the advance
of new information technologies and digitalization.

Another focus is historiography itself, the question of how scholarly
communication, the working methods of historians, and the communication
of historical knowledge have changed in the digital age. The department’s
work is closely linked to its own Internet publications and resources on
contemporary history.




DEPARTMENT IV
Regimes of the Social Sphere

Head of Department:
Prof. Dr. Thomas Schaarschmidt
schaarschmidt@zzf-potsdam.de

The research projects of Department IV
investigate the question of how social
processes were contained and regulated
by the political systems of the twentieth
century. How did social inequalities
develop? Which processes of mobilization
and rationalization are evident? And
how were normative orders subjectively
appropriated?

Current projects are investigating the
relationship between social inequality
and the welfare state, social mobilization
during the Second World War, Fordism
as a signature characteristic of the
twentieth century, and the paradigm

of resocialization.
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CONTACT

Zentrum fiir Zeithistorische Forschung Potsdam
Am Neuen Markt 1| 14467 Potsdam

Phone: +49 (0)331 28991 57 | Fax: +49 (0)331 28991 40
www.zzf-potsdam.de | www.facebook.com/ZZF.Potsdam

sekretariat@zzf-potsdam.de

Directors: Prof. Dr. Frank Bosch | Prof. Dr. Martin Sabrow

Deputy Director: Dr. Jirgen Danyel | danyel@zzf-potsdam.de

Executive Assistant: Hanno Hochmuth, M.A. | hochmuth@zzf-potsdam.de

Head of Administration: Ursula Schulz, Dipl.-Vwl. and Dipl.-Kffr. | schulz@zzf-potsdam.de
Public Relations: Dr. Hans-Hermann Hertle | hertle@zzf-potsdam.de

Academic Advisory Board

Prof. Dr. Simone Lassig (chair), German Historical Institute Washington, D.C.
Prof. Dr. Ralph Jessen (deputy chair), Universitdt zu KéIn

Prof. Dr. Dolores Augustine, St. John’s University, New York

Prof. Dr. Thomas GroBbolting, Westfdlische Wilhelms-Universitdt Miinster
Prof. Dr. Saskia Handro, Westfdlische Wilhelms-Universitdit Miinster

Prof. Dr. Christina von Hodenberg, Queen Mary University of London

Prof. Dr. Sandrine Kott, Université de Geneve

Prof. Dr. Alexander Niitzenadel, Humboldt-Universitdt zu Berlin

Prof. Dr. Lutz Raphael, Universitdt Trier

Prof. Dr. Martin Schulze Wessel, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitit Miinchen
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